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Key takeaways for second quarter 2025

Headlines

1. Number of non-farm jobs eclipsed 2 Million for second time in history; 

Overall, jobs up 1% over the last year and 2% over the last two years

2. Led by Slidell and Hammond, all ten of the state’s metro regions saw job 
growth over the last year

3. Health care and manufacturing showed strongest sector growth; most 

major industries saw growth over the last year

4. Healthcare jobs remain in high demand 

5. Louisiana retail sales are up year-over-year despite increase in the state 

sales tax rate

6. Louisiana’s public higher education institutions grew 3.5% in the last year 
with some growing by as much as 33%

7. Cities along the I-10 corridor, including the Baton Rouge and Lafayette 

suburbs, are driving statewide population growth



Louisiana has more than 2,000,000 jobs 
for only second time in state history

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS); figures are seasonally adjusted; 20-year data goes through June 2025

Analysis

• Reach 2M jobs in May, 

remained above in June

• Not reached since Feb 

2015, when it was 

estimated above 2M for 

four months 

• Job growth has been 

consistent moving up, 1% 

over last 12 months and 

2% over last two years

• LWC reports 51 

consecutive months of 

over-the-year job gains

+ 7.7K since 

January 2025
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New Orleans

+1.1%

All ten of the state’s largest regions have 
seen job growth over the last year (1/2)

Analysis
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Baton Rouge

+0.3%
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Lafayette

+1.3%
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Shreveport
+1.0%
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Lake Charles

+1.4%

• Slidell and Hammond led 

the state in job growth 

over the last year

• Job growth in Lake 

Charles driven by service 

industry jobs

Source: Louisiana Workforce Commission; Bureau of Labor Statistics; figures are seasonally adjusted



All ten of the state’s largest regions have 
seen job growth over the last year (2/2)

Analysis
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Slidell

+2.1%
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Monroe

+0.7%
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Houma-Thibodaux

+0.5%
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Alexandria

+1.0%
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Hammond

+1.8%

• Slidell and Hammond led 

the state in job growth 

over the last year

• Slidell’s transportation 
and warehousing 

industry has seen strong 

growth thanks to projects 

like Agile Cold Storage’s 
new facility

• Hammond’s 
manufacturing sector 

saw moderate growth, in 

part due to projects like 

Graham Packaging 

enhancing operations 

Source: Louisiana Workforce Commission; Bureau of Labor Statistics; figures are seasonally adjusted

https://www.opportunitylouisiana.gov/news/georgia-based-cold-storage-company-to-build-45-9-million-facility-in-st-tammany-parish-create-100-new-jobs
https://www.opportunitylouisiana.gov/news/global-packaging-manufacturer-invests-35-million-to-enhance-operations-and-upskill-workforce-at-hammond-facility


Louisiana job numbers in positive 
territory and no longer last in South

Source: BLS; 2019 and 2025 employment totals are captured in May of each year

Southern States include all states within the US Census Bureau’s South Census Region: Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, 

Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, West Virginia 

Analysis

• While its job count is 

rising, Louisiana has the 

second lowest job growth 

among southern states 

since 2019

• Over half of Southern 

States have seen job 

growth of 6% or more 

since 2019
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While still low, La’s unemployment 
rate is second-highest in the South

Source: BLS; data is seasonally adjusted

Southern States include all states within the US Census Bureau’s South Census Region: Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, 

Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, West Virginia 

Analysis
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• State’s unemployment 
rate is lower today than it 

was prior to COVID

• If Louisiana’s 
unemployment rate were 

at the average of all 

Southern states, almost 

15,000 more residents 

would be employed

4.5%



Major sectors seeing growth, notably 
manufacturing and healthcare

Source: Louisiana Workforce Commission; numbers are not seasonally adjusted; Lightcast

Analysis
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• Healthcare experienced 

strong growth (+5,900 

jobs) in last 12 months

• LA Manufacturing sector 

ranks in top-20 among all 

states for sector growth; 

LA has second highest 

share of manufacturing 

GDP in US

• Trade/transportation, 

private education, 

government, and 

professional services also 

had strong growth



Healthcare, retail, logistics jobs remain in 
high demand across Louisiana

Source: Total job postings, Lightcast job postings June 2024 – June 2025

Analysis
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5 • Registered nurses 

remain Louisiana’s most 
in-demand job, 2x more 

than next highest 

position 

• Retail sector in high 

demand, with Retail 

Salespersons and their 

supervisors ranked #2 

and #3 for most in-

demand jobs over last 12 

months



• Showing the 12-month 

snapshot of highest 

increase in job postings, 

through mid-year

• Speech pathologists 

typically must have a 

master’s degree; they 
earn $66k on average in 

Louisiana

• Emergency medicine 

physicians typically 

earned over $300K per 

year, 568 openings 

across the state
Source: Change in Job Postings, Lightcast job postings June 2024 – June 2025

Analysis
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Job posting growth highest in healthcare, 
construction/industrial sectors



Source: Federal Reserve Economic Data (FRED)

Analysis
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Initial unemployment claims declined 
modestly over last 12 months

• Initial unemployment 

claims are those filed by 

workers immediately 

after separating from an 

employer

• Most Southern States 

saw a reduction in initial 

unemployment claims 

over the last year

• Louisiana was down 5%, 

better than about half of 

Southern States



South Louisiana cities showed solid 
population growth

Source: US Census Bureau’s Population Estimates Program. Growth is captured from 2023 – 2024; each circle is a city, size of the circle reflects population, color 

depicts growth rate. 50 largest cities in Louisiana are shown

Analysis

• New data from the 

Census shows which  

cities grew between 

2023 and 2024

• Lake Charles grew 1.5% 

in 2024, strongest major 

city growth

• Three cities outside 

Lafayette – Scott, 

Youngsville, and 

Broussard – led the 

state in growth



Source: Louisiana Board of Regents, LSU Alexandria, LSU Shreveport

Enrollment growth is captured from Fall 2023 to Fall 2024

Analysis
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Board of Regents Enrollment up 3.5%

• Most LA public 2-year 

and 4-year campuses 

saw enrollment growth 

• LSU Alexandria growth is 

due to high online 

course enrollment

• Online enrollment 

up 57% from 2023, 

over half of all 

students fully virtual

• LSU Shreveport growth 

attributed to high grad 

student retention

Enrollment in Board of Regents schools 
up 3.5% between 2023 and 2024

https://www.lsua.edu/about-us/university-history/2024/09/16/enrollment-is-exploding-as-lsua-sees-33.5-growth-now-up-to-6-815-undergrads-for-fall-2024!
https://www.lsua.edu/about-us/university-history/2024/09/16/enrollment-is-exploding-as-lsua-sees-33.5-growth-now-up-to-6-815-undergrads-for-fall-2024!
https://www.lsus.edu/lsus-sets-another-enrollment-record-this-fall
https://www.lsus.edu/lsus-sets-another-enrollment-record-this-fall


Source: Bankrate Home Insurance Rates data; Census Population Estimates 2023 -2024. “Bankrate utilizes Quadrant Information Services to analyze July 2025 

rates for all ZIP codes and carriers in all 50 states and Washington, D.C.”, measuring average cost of homeowners insurance f or $300,000 in dwelling coverage
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Top 5 States by Home Insurance Rates

Evaluating state population growth and 
the link to home insurance prices

• Louisiana homeowners 

pay $6,100 on average for 

home insurance, highest 

in the South

• With exception of outliers 

like FL, WV and TX, states 

with lower insurance 

rates appear to be seeing 

better population growth 

Analysis



Louisiana home prices are up 24% 
since 2019

Source: Realtor.com Economic Research

Analysis

• State home prices are 

second most affordable 

in South

• Prices have been 

stagnant since 2021. 

Most growth occurred 

between 2019 – 2021

• West Virginia, home to 

historically low home 

prices, has seen prices 

increase rapidly due to 

supply shortages
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Price Growth 

Since 2019

Delaware $499,000 56%

Arkansas $300,000 56%

West Virginia $269,900 55%

Tennessee $439,900 49%

Mississippi $295,680 48%

Oklahoma $306,900 46%

Alabama $340,000 45%

Kentucky $314,900 44%

Georgia $399,900 42%

Virginia $475,000 42%

Florida $439,999 33%

North Carolina $425,000 32%

Maryland $452,800 29%

South Carolina $370,000 28%

Texas $375,000 25%

Louisiana $285,000 24%



Source: Census Monthly State Retail Sales, The Consumer Conference Board

Year-over-year percent change is captured from March 2024 to March 2025

Analysis
Retail sales grown over last 12 months but 
lag Southern average for sales growth
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• Louisiana retail sales up 

2% year-over-year 

• Louisiana increased its 

state sales tax by 0.55% 

in Jan 2025

• Though retail sales grew 

over the last year, 

Louisiana was below 

average for Southern 

retail sales growth rate
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